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ACCEPTANCE REMARKS AT WORLD YWCA 
AW ARDS DINNER IN BRISBANE M. Persinger 
(Two minutes on tape) 
Greetings to all of you leaders of change! I am deeply 
disappointed not to be with you; to listen to you and 
your speakers who are some of the great change agents 
of history. I have followed their careers and have 
watched change happen due to their leadership. 
During the decades 1940-70, the leaders of change on the 
YWCA of the USA National Board taught me what 
change requires. When our students were arrested for 
breaking unjust laws, the Board bailed them out of jail. 
We demonstrated with them. We went to court with 
them. We worked with them to pass new laws. 
Although today, the threats and menace of that civil 
rights struggle seem long ago, I still think of the 
dedicated friends and colleagues who devoted their 
lives to implementing the YWCA purpose. 
Many of you, as a new generation of young leaders, are 
finding opportunities and the respect you deserve in the 
YWCA and other organizations. You are the innovators, 
the activists and the visionaries. We need you to bring 
the rest of us along in your attempts to fix a world 
broken by racism and greed. We are behind you, 
supporting you with an organization that offers 
education and inspiration. You will help make it strong 
for your need. 
Thank you for this recognition. It honors the leaders, 
including Elizabeth Palmer, who showed a young and 
green board member the way to do some of the jobs that 
need to be done. I remember a wise African scholar. 
Thirty years ago he declared in the United Nations that 
women are the only new force for change in the 
world ..... Let's go! 
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Greetings to all of you leaders of change! I am deeply v, (,< , 
disappointed not to be with you; to listen to you and 
your speakers who are some of the great change agents 
of history. I have followed their careers and have 
watched change happen due to their leadership. 
During the decades 1940-70, the leaders of change on the 
YWCA of the USA National Board taught me what 
change requires. When our students were arrested for 
breaking unjust laws, the Board bailed them out of jail. 
We demonstrated with them. We went to court with 
them. We worked with them to pass new laws. 
Although today, the threats and menace of that civil 
rights struggle seem a lifetime away, I still think of the 
dedicated friends and colleagues who devoted their 
lives to implementing the YWCA purpose. 
Many of you, as a new generation of young leaders, are 
finding opportunities and the respect you deserve in the 
YWCA and other organizations. You are the innovators, 
the activists and the visionaries. We need you to bring 
the rest of us along in your attempts to fix a world 
broken by racism and greed. We are behind you, 
supporting you with an organization that offers 
education and inspiration. You will help make it strong 
for your need. 
Thank you for this recognition. It honors the leaders, 
including Elizabeth Palmer, who showed a young and 
green board member the way to do some of the jobs that 
need to be done. Some of us remember a wise African 
scholar. Thirty years ago he declared in the United 
Nations that women are the only new force for change 
in the world ..... Let's go! 
